
               Now that I have 
rested and caught by breath, 
I wish to  extend a big thank 
you to the Board for their 
assistance and tolerance 
with me during the           
conference.  I would also 
like to thank all of you who        
attended the Ohio Police      
J u v e n i l e  O f f i c e r s ’             
Association 46th Annual 
Training  Conference.  Hope  
you enjoyed the speakers 
and were able to gain    
valuable information from 
each one.       
 
               I would like to       
welcome the new Board 
members Bi l l  Ear ly 
(Reynoldsburg PD), Anne 
Vinson (Loudonville PD) 
and Sam Wade (Lexington 
PD) for their election to the 
Board.  I have had the      
opportunity over the last 
few years getting to know 
these individuals and I am   
confident that each will 
bring commitment and new 
visions to the Board.    
 
               Con gra tu l a t i ons 
goes out to current Board 
members for their election/
re-election to the Board Joe 
Bernabei (Hudson PD) for 
be ing  e l ec ted  V i ce        
President, Teresa Ramsey 
(Stow PD Youth Services) 
for being re-elected as the         
Associate Director, Stan 
Popp (Lexington PD) for his          
re-election as Secretary/
Treasurer.  A sincere and     
deserving thank you goes 
out to Denny Dancak 
(Cleveland Metroparks 
Rangers) for a job well done 

for the last two years as the 
P r e s i d e n t  D e n n y            
performed with the utmost      
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d               
professionalism while in 
this position.  It is an honor 
to follow his leadership 
and I look forward to 
working with him as he 
serves as the Past         
President. 
 
             Co n gr a tu l a t i o n 
goes out to Rick Vanek 
(OPJOA Past President) for 
receiving the Phil Huss 
Friendship Award.  Rick 
has been a dedicated   
member for many, many 
years and continues to 
carry out the mission of the 
OPJOA.  Congrats and 
thanks Rick. 
 
             The Board will be 
working the OPJOA booth 
at the Law Enforcement 
Expo July 11th and 12th.  If 
you have the opportunity, 
take a day and visit us at 
the Expo in Cleveland.   
 
             Don’t forget to 
take a look at our new web 
site (opjoa.com) the     
committee did a wonderful 
job getting it set up and it 
has a very  professional  
appearance.  It is a site to 
be proud of and we are still 
working on gett ing        
everything on it.  If you 
think there is a link or 
something that should be 
posted on the web site  
contact the committee, 
Vickie Yendriga, Teresa 
Ramsey or Joe Bernabei.  
Their contact    information 

is on the site under 
“Contact Us”. 
 
               The Board is      
working hard on the 47th    
Annual Conference at        
Atwood Lake Resort in     
Dellroy, Ohio. This      
conference, as like all the 
past ones, will prove to 
have  excellent training and    
networking.  Look forward 
to seeing everyone there in 
2008. 
 
             If any of you have       
questions or concerns 
please contact me at  
614-722-8271 or  
salexander@columbuspolice.org. 
 
 
Scott Alexander 
President  
Ohio Police Juvenile  
Officers Association  
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the afternoon painting the walls of 
the girls’ bedroom and the boys’   
bedroom. New colors really 
brightened up the bedrooms. Also, 
other members power washed the 
outside of the house. The brick 
was looking very shabby and they 
scrubbed off the graffiti to make 
the house look new again. 
                 
                The Staff at  the     
Huckleberry House were very 
grateful for a job well done. The 
kids seemed really appreciative 
and excited to have a new room to 
sleep in. All the paint and supplies 
were generously donated to the 
association from area businesses 
so that we could take on this 
meaningful  project.   We          
appreciated everyone’s help that 
came out! 
�

���������������� This year The Ohio Police 
Juvenile Officers’ Association       
completed their community service 
project at The Huckleberry House   
located in Columbus Ohio.  The   
Huckleberry House was established in 
1970 to provide a safe place for      
runaway youth in Columbus. Today, 
The Huckleberry House provides many 
programs to help teens all over    
Franklin County who are in crisis 
situations, homeless or runaways. 
Their mission is to reconcile isolated 
youth with their families or a commu-
nity alternative. They do this by     
helping teens and supporting families 
as they learn new ways to cope with 
the pressures of life. Also, The     
Huck lebe r r y  Hou se p rov id es           
alternatives to dangerous situations 
youth sometimes encounter. 
                 
                The Board of Directors and a 
few members of the association spent 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Did you know? 
�� Juvenile violence is down….. 

but there is an increase (28%) 
of youths in residential    
placement  

�� Ohio is ranked11th in the  
       nation…….for the highest  
       number of reported cases of 

abuse and neglect 
�� The number one reason     

children run away… . . .is a    
result of sexual identity issues 

�� Hispanic juvenile offenders 
are on the rise…….. and…… 

�� There is an increase in female 
juvenile offenders…….. for  

       assault  cases 
 
             The above facts are just a 
taste of what was presented at the 
Ohio Police Juvenile Officer’s        
Association (OPJOA) 46th Annual 
conference hosted by Columbus     
Division of Police. The conference 
presenters kept you on the edge of 
your seat for the entire three days! 
The topics of presentation ranged 

from “How to Better Serve the 
Child Victim” to “The Benefits 
of the CAC” to the Fox Valley 
Technical College presenting an 
overview of the Child Abduction         
Response Team (CART).  

 
 

WHAT DID WE 
LEARN? 

 
�� Fox Valley Technical  

Col lege through the      
USDOJ offers free training 
to those who qualify go to:  

       www.amber-net.org to     
register for the free 
courses of training 

�� You can email JUDGE 
K I M  B R O W N E  a t 
Kim_Browne@Fccourts.
org to receive information 
about her presentation  
concerning how to protect, 
prepare and assist the child 
victim for what comes   
after the investigation 

�

�� The new “talk/slang” of 
our youths….did you 
know that VET stands 
for someone who is 18 
and “gaming” means 
“players”? 

�� Most importantly we 
learned that when     
communication is effec-
tive, people can see the 
message from a different  
perspective!! 

  
             If you didn’t make it to 
this conference don’t miss out on 
the next!! There is too much 
valuable information that is    
presented that will help us I    
improve our knowledge base 
when working with today’s 
youths. 
 
Submitted By 
Anne Vinson 
Director  
Ohio Police Juvenile Officers’ 
Association 
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